Bad Skit

Youth: Hey

Coordinator: Hello

Youth: I just attended the 2008 National Youth Institute and I heard about a really cool initiative. I can’t remember what it was called. It had to do with Measles….umm…I think it was called Measles Institute.

Coordinator: An institute on measles?

Youth: No. Like the Red Cross is trying to stop measles so they give a bunch of kids shots. I think one shot is like less than $1. We should get the youth volunteers involved.

Coordinator: I need to know more about this institute first.

Youth: Now I remember. It was called the Measles Initiative

Coordinator: Doesn’t ring a bell. Do have any background information on the history or what the initiative does? 

Youth: No, but I think it would be so cool to get involved. 

Coordinator: I need more information before we move forward.
Good Skit
Youth: Hello

Coordinator: Hi, How are you?

Youth: I am great and I have some amazing ideas after coming back from the 2008 National Youth Institute! I was so empowered that now I want to get involved !!

Coordinator: That’s fantastic. What did you have in mind?

Youth: The Measles Initiative!
 I did some research and found so many things.

Did you know that Measles kills nearly 800,000 children each year?

And 450,000 of those deaths are in Africa. 

Measles is one of the five major causes of childhood illness and is a leading cause of childhood mortality. The American Red Cross has joined the UN Foundation; CDC (Centers for Disease Control & Prevention); World Health Organization; and UNICEF in this initiative. 
Coordinator: I didn’t know that. 

Youth: AND Measles can be prevented with a vaccination. For just 80 cents, one child can be vaccinated. 
Coordinator: Wow. What can our youth do at the Chapter?

Youth: I went to www.redcross.org and found several stories of youth raising money for the Measles Initiative
In Virginia, two girls staffed booths outside of supermarkets and sold Measles Initiative pins.

In Florida, fifth and sixth graders authored and illustrated a book telling the story of two children in Africa receiving measles vaccinations from a Red Cross volunteer. 

There are so many things we can do!

Coordinator: Propose one activity the chapter can do to raise awareness and money for the Initiative.

Youth: Who do we have to present this to?

Coordinator: Great question. We will present it to the other youth volunteers and the Chapter Board to get their support.

Youth: Excellent!
